Candlemas 2008 
Candlemas from 3 perspectives today and as an introduction let me tell you about a youth leader who used to invite us round for tea as a group of teenagers which was very brave of him and we used to eat ourselves to a standstill as teenagers did. He had a great phrase that he used for having enough. He used to say he’d had an “elegant sufficiency” as he sat back and patted his stomach. He said it with a smile on his face and a deep sense of calm and satisfaction. “An elegant sufficiency” –to me it is about that sense of fulfilment which you get sometimes when you can still down after a long walk or spell in the garden with a cup of tea and you watch the fire gently warm you through. All is well in the world!

So to the first perspective: I have been reflecting on what Simeon must have felt like when he encountered Christ in the Temple and, in the words of Luke, was able to take the baby Jesus in his arms and know that he had seen what he had been waiting for. He had come to that sense of fulfilment that his life was now complete.
It may have given him a warm glowing feeling. He could depart in peace because his life was now fulfilled.
From a second perspective, that of Mary and Joseph, they must have felt rather unease and perhaps disturbed by what had been said. It is hard to imagine what Simeon’s insight must have done for them. What lay ahead for Christ must have given him a certain sadness as Simeon told Mary and Joseph that their son was destined to be a sign that would be rejected and that they would be pierced to the heart. Laying bare the secret thoughts of many is not necessarily a comfortable thing. Just think: would you want people knowing your secret thoughts?

This revelation and encounter, which gave Mary and Joseph such an insight to what lay ahead, was encountered in many ways, as they went about doing what the ought to do. There are many things that we do because we feel we ought to do them. They were under a religious duty to go to the Temple. There is perhaps an element of making drudgery divine a sentiment we know from George Herbert from a different age:
A servant with this clause
Makes drudgery divine:
Who sweeps a room as for Thy laws
Makes that and th’ action fine.
We all have duties we perform that need to be transformed by the grace of God. I have no idea what you may face in the week ahead but take with you the thought that you can redeem the mundane by the grace of God and transform the ordinary into the extraordinary. 

That is the third perspective I want you to consider.
In the difficulties, the unexpected encounters, the chance word, the mundane, the banal: God can transform those moments. 

Times and seasons come and go. There is much that we do because we ought to do it and it is in those Tescos moments that we need the touch of God just as much as the times we spend in church. It is in the unexpected that we can often encounter the divine.
We need to develop an elegant sufficiency for God. We had a very good morning here in Church yesterday as we spend about 4 hours just thinking about journeying with Jesus and what it meant for us to live our lives as followers of Christ, both as individuals and as a church. Those moments are precious times: to have that amount of concentrated time is unusual and I am glad we made the most of it: we had an elegant sufficiency!
So to the week that lies ahead: let God transform those moments of the mundane into moments when you can feel the presence of God with you. Enjoy that sense of fulfilment.

[At the end of the service my “elegant sufficiency” story was topped by a member of the congregation telling me of a story of a youngster who, when told by his Vicar to always say that he had received an elegant sufficiency when asked about any meal where he had been invited out, was heard to repeat back to his host that he’d had “a hell of a sufficiency”….At least it shows some people listen.]
