Easter 2008
The date of Easter Sunday varies from year to year because it is based on the lunar calendar. It is celebrated on the first Sunday after the full moon, on or after March 21st. So celebrating Easter on 23rd March is almost as early as Easter can get. In the 400 years between 1582 and 1982 Easter occurred only 6 times on this day or if you take another snapshot of time, a 250 year period between 1875 and 2124, it will only happen twice – and I have news for you – this is the last time any of us will experience Easter on this day as it won’t happen again until after 2124. If you’re interested, Easter last happened on 23rd March in 1913. In other words you would have to be at least 95 years old to recall the last Easter Sunday on 23rd March. So this day is a unique event for us – simply because we will not experience it again in our lifetimes. Now I appreciate that it is not strictly a unique event because we can understand that it will happen again at a future date but for us, in our experience, never again will we have the opportunity of having Easter on this day. If you will be around in 2038 you will experience Easter on the latest possible date it can be: 25th April – only the 3rd time in the last 250 years that has happened – some may remember 1943 but no one will remember 1886, the other two dates for Easter on 25th April.
Before you think I have become completely autistic let me tell you why I mention these dates. It is simply to demonstrate to you that in many ways our lives are full of unique events that are never to be repeated. We know that we cannot roll back time and that we cycle through the days, months and years of our life – each of those moments is a unique event. Yes I appreciate that the cycle repeats itself but each day is different.

When it comes to the biggest unique event of all: the resurrection of Jesus Christ we are in the position of having to believe something that we will not be able to experience ourselves in the sense of repeating it to check it out, to satisfy ourselves about it. It’s in a different league to what date Easter falls on, but in some respects it’s the same principle. We are asked to take on trust something that we have not, and will not be able to, experience ourselves.

Some people find this incredibly difficult to grasp, so engrained is the scientific method, which demands demonstrable evidence before anything can be believed; so some see God as what might be described as the God of the gaps – a useful method of filling in the bits that science and technology can’t explain for us yet. In this view, as the march of science continues, the size of God will shrink as we come up with a complete theory of everything which will mean that God simply can be consigned to the dustbin of history. This is a process of secularization that has been going on for centuries and as our society takes shape in the future we can see that God is very much on the margins of life. Indeed it was Nietzsche who put forward the idea of the death of God as part of this process and was the banner headline in Time Magazine in 1966: “God is dead”.
Well you won’t be surprised to hear me want to challenge that view.  I believe that rumours of the death of God are greatly exaggerated, to paraphrase Mark Twain. Belief in the resurrection of Jesus Christ is not some crutch for the weak-minded to get through the difficulties of life; it’s not the domain of those who have a quaint and misguided view; it is not about filling in the unexplainable blanks of life.
No! Today we celebrate the unique event: that at a precise moment in our history, God intervened and raised his Son to life and that we believe that by his Holy Spirit He is with us, this morning, as we meet together and share this bread and wine together. We come together “to do this in remembrance” of him. This is the central core of what we believe: that in order that we may have life in all its fullness God raised Jesus from death. That event has repercussions for all of us who acknowledge him as Lord: It gives us hope; it gives us purpose; it gives us a joy that we can find meaning in the meaningless world described by Nietzsche and the like. The death of God leads to despair; the resurrection of Christ leads to hope and new beginnings for all of us.
Each day we have another unique opportunity to live and work for him; to dedicate ourselves to loving God and our neighbour as ourselves. It is the joy of Easter that we are able to share as we say “He is risen. He is risen indeed alleluia.”
It is always a joy to see people here on Easter Sunday but can I leave you with a challenge? That challenge is simply to ask yourself, how seriously you take your faith. You have a unique opportunity today – not just because it’s the 23rd March – but if God is speaking to you today – don’t walk away from what God is saying. Have a look at your priorities in life; take stock of how you are using each unique day and whether Easter falls on 23rd of March or anywhere in between up to 25th April, give thanks that he is risen he is risen indeed, Alleluia!
